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Introduction	
•  What	kind	of	leisure	opportuni9es	are	available	
for	young	people?	In	what	spaces	do	these	
ac9vi9es	take	place?	When	do	they	take	place?		

•  What	does	‘leisure’	mean	to	young	people?	How	
central	is	leisure	to	their	lives?	To	what	extent	
does	risk,	consumerism,	and	technology	feature	
in	leisure?	

•  In	what	ways	is	young	people’s	leisure	shaped	by	
diversity	and	inequality?		

•  In	what	ways	has	youth	leisure	altered	since	the	
late	1960s?		
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Our	Research	

3	

(Re)Imagining	Youth	
Dr	Susan	Batchelor	and	Dr	Lisa	WhiOaker,	University	of	Glasgow	
Dr	Alistair	Fraser	and	Leona	Li,	University	of	Hong	Kong	

•  Historical	 and	 cross-cultural	 comparison	 of	 youth	
leisure	in	Scotland	and	Hong	Kong	(ESRC-RGC)	

•  Qualita9ve	case-study	design,	revisi9ng	one	fieldsite	
in	Scotland	&	one	matched	fieldsite	in	Hong	Kong	

•  Drawing	 on	 tradi9onal	 place-based	 methods	 while	
retaining	spirit	of	innova9ve	methodologies	

•  Grounded	 study	 exploring	 theories	 of	 youth,	
globalisa9on	and	social	change	
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Time	of	One’s	Own	
(JephcoO	1967)	

•  Sought	 to	 answer	 the	 ques9on	 ‘how	 do	 young	 Scots	
use	their	free	3me	nowadays?’	(1967:	1)		

•  Focus	 on	 15	 to	 19-year-olds	 in	 3	 sites;	 Drumchapel,	
Dennistoun	and	Armadale	(‘ordinary/typical’	youth)		

•  Variety	 of	 methods:	 individual	 interviews;	 group	
discussions;	 ‘casual	 data’	 from	 cafés,	 pubs,	 youth	
groups;	diaries;	photographs	and	ar9s9c	sketches	
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(Re)Visiting	Dennistoun	
In	what	ways	has	youth	leisure	altered	in	
Dennistoun	since	the	late	1960s?		

Stage	1:	October	2013-April	2014		
•  Ethnographic	observa9ons	with	local	youth	

organisa9ons	
•  Interviews	with	key	stakeholders	(n=9)	

Stage	2:	May	2014-January	2015		
•  Focus	groups	(12)	with	young	people	(n=70)	
•  Interviews	with	young	people	(n=22)	

Stage	3:		February	2015-May	2015		
•  Online	survey	re	online/social	media	(n=100)	
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Background	
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Glasgow	in	a	Changing	World	
‘Global	economic,	social	and	poliDcal	relaDonships	…	increasingly	
shape	the	nature	of	youth	…	and	the	kinds	of	adulthood	that	are	

possible’	(Woodman	and	Wyn	2014:	18)		

•  Decline	from	global	powerhouse	of	shipbuilding	and	
manufacturing	(‘Second	City	of	Empire’	1875-1914)		

•  ShiB	to	service-based	economy,	revolving	around	
retail,	leisure	and	tourism	

Youth	in	an	Age	of	Austerity	
•  Since	start	of	the	economic	downturn,	youth	unemployment	

in	Scotland	has	risen	more	quickly	than	for	other	age	groups		
–  Unemployment	rate	among	16	to	19	year	olds	rose	from	17.9%	in	

2007/08	to	26.4%	in	2010/11	
–  The	figure	for	20	to	24	year	olds	rose	from	8.9%	to	16%	over	same	

period	

•  Young	people	in	Scotland	are	more	likely	than	other	age	
groups	to	be	in	both	part-3me	and	insecure	employment	
–  The	propor9on	of	employed	16	to	24	year-olds	who	were	in	part-9me	

work	rose	from	35.1%	in	2007/8	to	44.3%	in	2010/11	
–  16	to	24	year	olds	more	likely	than	older	age	groups	to	be	in	non-

permanent	employment		(12.6%	versus	20.4%	of	25	to	29	year	olds,	
4.2%	of	30	to	49	year	olds	and	3.9%	of	50	to	64	year	olds	)	
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The	Digital	Revolution	
•  Accelera9on	of	technological	change	in	digital	realm	
•  Prolifera9on	of	new	forms	of	digital	communica9on		
•  Easy	to	access	through	hand	held	devices,	any	9me	of	day	or	night		
•  Individuals	can	get	support	and	find	other	like	minded	people,	

regardless	of	their	geographical	loca9on		
•  Individuals	can	choose	different	work	prac9ces,	e.g.	working	from	

home,	blurring	the	boundaries	between	work	and	personal	life		
à	Ac3ve	refiguring	of	space	and	3me	
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Emerging	Themes	
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‘SpaceTime’		

•  Space	and	3me	‘are	integral	to	one	another’	
–  ‘dis9nct’	but	‘co-implicated’,	
–  ‘it	is	on	both	of	them,	necessarily	together,	that	rests	the	
liveliness	of	the	world’		(Massey	2005:	47,	55,	56)	

•  Social	life	paKerned	by	‘spaces	of	place’	&	‘spaces	of	flows’	
–  the	‘real’	world	of	place	and	lived	experience,	where	we	live	and	
breathe	

–  the	‘virtual’	world	of	flows,	where	9me	and	place	recede	in	the	
wake	of	instantaneous	communica9on	(Castells	1996/2011)	

•  Emphasis	on	movement	
–  being	as	a	never-ending	produc9on	of	spaces	and	9mes	(Thrio	
2008)	
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Deindustrialisation	&	
the	Decline	of	‘Discipline’	

SB: 	You	menDoned	that	you	think	that	Glasgow’s	changed	a	lot-	
SH: 	I	think	people	are	coming	to	the	realisaDon	that	it	is	a	great	city	

and	it’s	a	great	place	to	stay.	It	never	used	to	be	like	that	but	
people	are	proud	to	be	in	Glasgow	now.		It’s	a	great	city	…	I	would	
take	it	back	to	the	70s,	late	70s,	the	80s	with	the	Tory	government	
running	Glasgow	down.		Allowing	Glasgow	to	become	derelict.		
Taking	all	industry	away	and	people	....		In	the	whole	of	Glasgow	
there	was	no	jobs	or	lack	of	jobs.		The	coalmines	were	gone	from	
the	outskirts,	the	shipyards	were	gone.		The	steelworks	were	gone	
and	people	were	finding	it	hard	to	find	work.	

SB: 	What	impact	do	you	think	that	had	on	young	people’s	experiences	
of	growing	up	in	the	city?	

SH:	 	I	don’t	know	if	it’s	made	life	easier	for	them.		I	mean,	they’re	not	
having	to	get	up	at	five	in	the	morning	and	go	and	do	an	18	hour	
shiW	in	a	shipyard	or	anything	…	But	they’ve	got	less	discipline.	
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Sociality	&	the	Digital	Revolution	

‘Like	computers	now	are	a	massive	part	of	life	...		
They’ve	completely	changed	the	way	life	is	…	My	ex,	
her	oldest	is	19	and	barely	leaves	the	house.		Sits	in	
his	room	the	whole	day.	He	works	in	MacDonald’s,	

but	apart	from	that	he’s	si]ng	on	his	laptop	
listening	to	music,	that’s	it,	instead	of	going	out	and	
visiDng	people.		Her	daughter	who’s	13,	her	friend	
stays	a	minute	and	a	half	walk	away	and	she’d	
rather	sit	in	the	house	on	the	phone	or	on	her	

laptop	talking	to	her	than	going	and	seeing	her	…	
We	went	out.		We	went	out	the	
house.’	(Stakeholder	interview)	
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Regeneration	&	GentriJication	
‘There’s	a	lot	of	regeneraDon,	that’s	kind	of	been	the	
buzzword	of	the	last	couple	of	years	in	Glasgow,	and	

there	are	so	many	like-	It’s	just	a	really	trendy	place,	like	
Duke	Street,	Dennistoun.	All	this	kind	of	modernisaDon,	I	
think	it’s	cool,	but	it’s	nothing	that	I	really	take	part	in,	
because	it	costs	a	lot	of	money	and	I	don’t	have	a	lot	of	
money,	so	I	can’t	really	engage	in	it	[…]	It’s	the	whole	

exclusion	thing.	Like,	I	know	people	have	got	to	set	their	
prices	and	that,	but	it	sDll	feels	like	a	form	of	

exclusion.’	(Young	person)		

Delocalisation	&	
Commercialisation	

SB: 	Where	would	you	go	when	you	go	on	a	night	out?	
YW: 	The	[local]	pub	or	a	house	party.	
SB: 	Do	you	ever	go	out	in	the	city	centre?	
YW: 	No.	I	don’t	have	the	money	to	do	it	the	now.		It’s	too	

much	money.		
SB: 	Do	you	ever	go	into	town	for	other	leisure	acDviDes?		

Like,	the	cinema,	shopping,	anything	like	that?	
YW: 	We’ll	someDmes	go	shopping,	like,	at	Christmas	Dme-	

But	I	don’t	get	paid	for	going	to	college	because	my	
son’s	under	five	so	…	it’s	not	as	if	I	have	any	money	…	I	
live	local.	
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A	Good	Night	Out	
SB: 	Describe	a	good	night	out.	
YM: 	I	probably	wouldn’t	be	able	to	remember	it.	A	good	

night	out	would	be	like-	For	me	–	and	this	is	the	thing	–	
it’s	got	to	be	kind	of	unexpected.	I	think	that	if	you’re	
planning	or	whatever,	or	if	you’re	going	to	the	same	
places	all	the	Dme,	every	week,	which	I	know	a	lot	of	
people	who	do	that	–	like	certain	clubs	in	Glasgow	city	
centre,	they’ll	go	to	the	same	places	every	week	–	and	
I’m	just	like,	“I	can’t	do	that”.	So	that’s	why	I’m	kind	of	
sporadic	with	where	I	go	out,	and	when	I	do,	it’s	just	
kind	of	like-	I	don’t	know	…	it’s	like	a	whole	different	
scenario.	
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An	Actual	Night	Out	

‘I	went	to	the	West	End	last	week	and	it	was	
pure	shoestring	budget	stuff.	It	was	sDll	a	good	
night,	right	enough,	but	it	was	like,	actually	

going	down	to	the	last	£20	in	my	bank	account	
…	we	were	planning	our	drinks	out,	we	were	
planning	them	out,	like	“Quarter	to,	we’ll	get-’	
and	then	like	“At	this	Dme-”	and	then	“This	

Dme-”’	(Young	person)	
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Focusing	on	the	Future	
SB: 	We’ve	talked	quite	a	bit	about	going	out.	Would	you	say	

that	that’s	quite	an	important	part	of	your	leisure	
acDvity,	is	that	a	central	thing	you	do?	

YM: 	No,	it’s	not	central	at	all	...	Like,	the	now,	in	2015,	for	me,	
this	whole	kind	of	professional	thing,	it’s	like	trying	to	
incorporate	that	into	my	day-to-day	life	…	Because	I’m	in	
this	kind	of	posiDon,	this	lucky	posiDon,	where	the	thing	
that	I	do	to	make	money	is	really	quite	enjoyable	to	just	
do	it,	so	I	can	kind	of	do	that	every	day.	I’ve	got	a	camera,	
so	if	I	want	to	take	a	photo	of	something,	I	can	try	and	
take	a	photo,	it’s	there	if	I	want	to	do	it	…	What	I’m	just	
doing	the	now,	trying	to	make	a	break	in	what	it	is	I’ve	
studied	in,	can	be	quite	difficult	with	something	as	tricky	
as	television	and	filming	and	that,	but	it’s	fun.	
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Bringing	the	Future	into	Play	
‘Nowadays	I'm	just	trying	to	get	through	my	college	course,	
upgrade	my	art	skills	so	I	can	finally	do	what	I	want	to	do.		
Then	if	I'm	good	enough,	then	I	could	make	a	job	out	of	

what	I	enjoy	…	My	aspiraDons	for	the	future	is	to	make	my	
own	comic.		Hopefully	it's	actually	good	enough	for	people	
to	enjoy	it.		I’d	just	make	a	whole	series	and	then	just	share	

it	with	everyone	else,	that's	what	I	like	to	do	’	
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Developing	a	ProJile	
The	internet’s	preoy	vital,	just	to	what	it	is	that	I	do.	Any	
given	week	I’ll	be	firing	off	so	many	correspondences	to	
this	person,	that	person	or	whatever	…	It	could	be	like	if	
you’re	conversing	with	somebody	on	Twioer,	that	kind	of	
stuff,	there’s	a	lot	of	people	that	maybe	I	would	never	

have	spoke	to	before	…	a	lot	of	people	who	are	
professionals,	you	can	interact	with	them	…	Other	stuff	
like	there’s	Tumblr	which	is	the	whole	blogging	website.	I	
use	that	as	an	extension	of	the	whole	comic	book	website	
that	I’ve	got,	so	through	Tumblr	I	can	interact	with	people	

who	are	making	comics	or	whatever.	(Young	person)	
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Maintaining	Connections	

SB: 	These	friends	that	you’re	cha]ng	with,	are	
they	people	that	you	know	offline-	

YM: 	Aye,	I	know	every	one	of	them,	they’re	all	
school	pals,	like	I	grew	up	with	them	from	
when	I	was	younger	…	As	I’m	growing	older	
it’s	really	important	…	Everybody’s	busy	…	
working	away	…	at	college	and	stuff	
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Summary	
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Key	Themes	
•  Regenera3on	and	gentrifica3on	

–  Few	free	public	spaces	available	to	young	people		
–  Less	opportunity	for	street-based	leisure	

•  Delocalisa3on	and	commercialisa3on	
–  Growth	of	city	centre	and	‘out	of	town’	venues	
–  Lack	of	money	becomes	barrier	to	leisure	par9cipa9on	

•  Living	in	the	moment	
–  Leisure	as	an	escape	from	the	pressures/uncertain9es	of	
everyday	life		

–  Narrowing	of	percep9on	to	here	and	now	
•  Bringing	the	future	into	play	

–  Blurring	of	boundaries	between	work/leisure	
–  Leisure	as	a	means	to	enhance	work	prospects,	developing	
interests	and	acquiring	skills	
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Continuity	and	Change	
•  Persistence	of	some	tradi9onal	paOerns	of	leisure	
par9cipa9on,	structured	by	place-based	inequali9es	

•  Alongside	new	and	emergent	uses,	shaped	by	global	
economic	forces	and	advances	in	digital	technology	

•  Digital	social	media	offers	young	people	means	by	
which	to	navigate	context	of	uncertainty/precarity/
austerity	
–  Being	mobile	
– Making	and	maintaining	connec9ons	
–  Establishing	iden9ty/presence/profile	
–  Sharing	9me/space	
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For	more	info…	
hOps://reimaginingyouth.wordpress.com/	

	


